
Report on International Seminar on Third Gender

The Faculty of Legal Studies at Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti Language University (KMCLU),

Lucknow, successfully organized a two-day international seminar titled “From Margins to

Mainstream: The Journey of Third Gender in India” on  February 5th-6th,  2026. The

event, was a success with more than 185 participants. The seminar was conducted both in

online and offline mode. There were two offline and two online sessions along with two

panel discussions. In total there were 101 number of participants in offline mode and 71

number of participants in online mode and 10 on-spot registrations. The seminar was held at

Atal  Hall  and  other  academic  venues  on  campus,  brought  together  distinguished  legal

scholars, academicians, activists, authors, and representatives from civil society to deliberate

on the evolving status, rights, challenges, and inclusion of the third gender community in

India.

Day 1:

 Inaugural Session

The seminar commenced with registration, followed by the recital of the Kulgeet and lamp-

lighting ceremony.  Dr. Piyush Kumar Trivedi, Director, international seminar & Head

of the Department, Faculty of Legal Studies, KMCLU, delivered the welcome address. He

highlighted that Third gender has always been an integral part of our society and culture for

centuries, yet they have often faced stigmatization, exclusion and discrimination. Thereupon,

dignitaries were felicitated, with plant saplings and  Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor Prof. Ajay

Taneja delivered the inaugural address as Chief Patron. He emphasized the inclusion of the

third gender in the mainstream society is the need of the hour. He also expressed that true

equality requires not only recognition by the courts but can be achieved only through social

acceptance.  Convener Dr.  Shweta Trivedi introduced theme of  the  seminar,  setting the

stage  for  insightful  discussions  on social  justice,  legal  advancements,  representation,  and

inclusion.

The keynote address was delivered by  renowned Hindi author and former Director of

Akashvani  Gorakhpur,  Dr.  Neerja  Madhav,  who  emphasized  the  cultural  and  literary

dimensions of transgender narratives. The struggle of the Third Gender is not only about

identity but is about dignity. It is also about right to be seen, to be heard, and to live without

fear. Identity is not a privilege granted by society; it is an inherent aspect of human existence.

Er. Avnish Chandel, an engineer and a mountaineer from Finland was a Special Guest.

He narrated the inclusive policies functional in Finland where sexual orientation was not a

ground  for  discrimination.  Prof.  Deepak  Singh  Chauhan,  Dean,  Department  of  Law,

Central  University  of  Punjab,  Bathinda  was  a  Guest  of  Honour. He  in  his  address

highlighted that a truly progressive society is not measured by the comfort of the majority but

by the dignity afforded to its most marginalized member. The empowerment of the Third

Gender community is not a favour – it is a constitutional obligation and a moral imperative.

Prof.  Preeti  Mishra,  Head,  Department  of  Human  Rights,  Babasaheb  Bhimrao

Ambedkar Central University, Lucknow was also a Guest of Honour. She in her speech



talked about that while legislation such as the Transgender Persons (Protection of rights) Act,

2019 provides a  statutory framework against  discrimination,  the real  transformation must

occur within society- in our classrooms, workplaces, homes, and everyday interactions.

The session culminated with a powerful address by Chief Guest Maa Pavitra Nimbhorkar

(Nandgiri),  Shri  Shri  1008  Mahamandaleshwar,  Ujjain  Peeth  (Juna  Akhada),  and

President  of  Samarpan  Trust,  Amravati,  Maharashtra,  who  shared  perspectives  on

spiritual,  social,  and  community  empowerment.  She  talked  at  length  about  her  personal

experiences giving an insight as to the discriminatory practices one has to bear just by not

belonging to the heterosexual binary. She underlined in her discourse that the issue of Third

Gender challenges us to rethink rigid binaries and expand our understanding of humanity.

Gender is not merely a biological category; it is also a deeply personal and social experience.

When we deny someone their identity, we deny their humanity. Thereupon, the souvenir was

released and group photos were taken. mementos were presented. The inaugural session was

concluded with a vote of Thanks by Mr. Anshul Pandey, assistant Professor, Faculty of

Legal Studies, KMCLU followed by the recital of the National Anthem. The Rapporteur of

the session was Mrs. Nidhi Singh Rathour, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Legal Studies,

KMCLU.

Panel Discussion 1

Post-tea break, a panel discussion was chaired by  Dr. Piyush Kumar Trivedi,  Associate

Professor & Head of the department, Faculty of Legal Studies, KMCLU and by Dr. Sufiya

Ahmad, Associate Professor, Department of Law from Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar

(Central) University, Lucknow  and was co-chaired by  Dr. Seema Siddhiqui, Associate

Professor, department of Law from Integral University, Lucknow. It commenced with an

impactful poetry recitation by Dr. Aradhana Asthana, Assistant Professor, Department of

Hindi, KMCLU, narrating the experiences of the members of the third gender community.

The session progressed with the expert presentations. The first topic for discussion was on the

theme ‘Judicial and legislative contributions to third gender justice’ by Prof. Prem Kumar

Gautam, from Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia National Law University, Lucknow. He spoke at

length about the constitutional provisions safeguarding the interests of Third gender in India

along with several judicial pronouncements. 

Another  panelist,  Dr.  Ruchita  Sujai  Chowdhary,  Assistant  Professor, Department  of

Journalism, KMCLU spoke on the theme ‘Representation of transgender identities in Hindi

cinema’. She spoke about the historical representation of transgender characters depicting

them in a negative or humorous way. She also discussed how the cinema of today has started

depicting hijras in a more humane manner, discussing their struggles of every-day life. The

rapporteur of the session was Ms. Hema Pathak, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Legal

Studies, KMCLU.

Technical  Session  I was  conducted  in  online  mode.  It  was  chaired  by  Dr.  Rashwet

Shrinkhal, assistant professor, Department of Human Rights, Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar

University, Lucknow and was co-chaired by Dr. Shashya Mishra from Uttar Pradesh State

Institute of Forensic Science, Lucknow.  There were 30 participants in this session. There



was also another Technical session II which was conducted simultaneously in offline mode.

It was chaired by Dr. Shakuntla Sangam, associate professor, Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia

National Law University, Lucknow and was co-chaired by Dr. Mudra Singh, Assistant

Professor from Amity University, Lucknow. There were 53 participants in the session. The

participants spoke on the theme “Legal, constitutional & policy framework of Third Gender

Rights”. The  rapporteur was  Dr. Diksha Mishra, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Legal

Studies, KMCLU.

Day 2:

Panel Discussion 2

The second day began with  a  panel  discussion chaired by  Prof.  Abhishek Tiwari from

University of Lucknow and co-chaired by  Dr. Anjali Singh from University of Lucknow.

The  session  had  4  speakers.  Speaker  I  Mr.  Mahendra  Pratap  Awasthi  (Bhishma),

Registrar,  Lucknow  Bench,  High  Court)  who  spoke  on  the  theme “Third  Gender

Community:  Tradition,  changes,  and  challenges”.  He  highlighted  that  The  Hijra

Community traditionally held certain cultural roles in India such as blessing new born babies

and newly married couples. It was considered to be auspicious and was believed to bring

good fortune. He also spoke of Hindu Mythology which represented gender diversity such as

story of Ardhanareshwara, which symbolizes the unity of masculine and feminine energies.

Speaker II of the session was Dr. Ishdeep Kaur, Department of Anthropology, University

of Lucknow spoke on the theme “Recognition without inclusion: Structural Exclusion of

the Third Gender Community” She elaborated that gender identity is to be understood as

something shaped by social roles, cultural meanings and power relations rather than only

biological sex identity.  Another panelist, speaker III Dr. Balram Raut, assistant professor,

Department  of  Law,  South  Asian  University,  New  Delhi spoke  on  the  theme

“Reinterpretation of international human rights laws: Analysis of the existing gender

binary.” He gave his presentation in online mode. In his address he emphasized that the core

objective of human rights law is to protect the dignity and equality of every individual. Re-

examining the  gender  binary  within  the  international  human rights  frameworks  therefore

remains an important step in the right direction towards building a more inclusive society.

 Another panelist,  speaker IV  Dr. Pyali Chatterjee, associate professor & Head of the

Department,  Faculty  of  Law,  ICFAI  University,  Raipur,  Chattisgarh.  &  Member,

(Independent)  Queen  Mary  Ethics  Research  Committee,  Queen  Mary  University,

London who attended the session in online mode. She gave the presentation on the theme

“Gender, disability, and law: Addressing structural gaps for the third gender in India”.

In her address she acknowledged that despite legal recognition there are several structural

gaps persisting in addressing the health care needs of the third gender community. Also,

Social welfare programs often fail  to recognize the unique needs of third gender persons

which must be addressed for a healthy and inclusive society. 

Technical Sessions III which was conducted offline had 47 presenters.  The session was

chaired by  Prof. Ashish Kumar Srivashtava, Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia National Law

University, Lucknow and was co-chaired by Dr. Bhavana, Assistant Professor, University



of Lucknow. and Technical Session IV which was conducted simultaneously in online mode

was  chaired  by  Dr.  Ragini  Narain,  Associate  Professor,  College  of  Engineering  &

Research University, Roorkee, Uttarakhand. There were 41 participants in the session.

The participants spoke on the theme “Socio-Cultural  Realities,  Health,  Representation,  &

Inclusion  of  Third  Gender  Rights”.  The  rapporteur was  Mr.  Ashish  Shahi,  Assistant

Professor, Faculty of Legal Studies, KMCLU.

Valedictory Session

The Convener,  Dr.  Shweta  Trivedi,  Assistant  Professor,  Faculty  of  Legal  Studies,

KMCLU presented a concise seminar report,  summarizing key sessions,  the themes,  and

learnings from earlier parts of the event. Her report highlighted participant-engagement and

deliberations throughout the two-day event. 

Arif  Zafar,  Director  of  Naz  Foundation  International,  was  a  Special  Guest for  the

Valedictory Session. He spoke at length about the achievements and contributions of the Naz

Foundation impacting lives of the third gender community.

Dr.  Deepak  Srivastava,  Assistant  Professor,  Hidayatullah  National  Law  University,

Raipur, Chhatisgarh was the  Guest of Honour of the session,  he joined the session in

online mode. He spoke at length about the legal reforms that have upheld the marginalized

section of the society particularly persons of Third Gender community. Further, Guest of

Honour,  Shri Mahesh Tewari, Director, Rajya Sabha Secretariat, Parliament of India.

He emphasized that parliamentary law-making plays a crucial role in translating social issues

into legal  reforms,  such as the  Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights)  Act,  2019,

which  aims to  protect  the  rights  and dignity  of  the  transgender  community.  His  address

underscored how legislative processes and institutions contribute to bringing marginalized

communities into the mainstream. 

Mr. Balkrishna N. Ranjan, HJS (Special Secretary (Law) & Additional Legislative and

Regulatory  Affairs,  Government  of  Uttar  Pradesh),  served  as  Chief  Guest. He  is  a

judicial officer with extensive experience in the judiciary and legislative affairs. He shared

his experience as a judicial officer discharging the Constitutional mandate by upholding the

rights of the needy, including third gender community. He also emphasized the impactful role

of courts and media in addressing social issues to the likes of third gender community and

other  incidental  issues.  Thereafter,  the  Vice  Chancellor,  and  the  chief  patron  of  the

seminar, Hon’ble Prof. Dr. Ajay Taneja delivered the presidential address, underscoring

the  importance  of  such  multidisciplinary  seminars  in  enhancing  academic  rigour  and

preparing students for professional excellence. Subsequently, certificates were distributed to

all participants, acknowledging their active participation and contributions. Mementos were

presented to the esteemed guests, recognizing their time and insights. Shri Anshul Pandey,

Assistant  Professor,  Faculty  of  Legal  Studies,  KMCLU  delivered  the  vote  of  thanks,

appreciating all attendees, coordinators, and organizing members for the event’s success. The

Rapporteur  was  Dr.  Ratnesh  K  Singh,  Assistant  Professor,  Department  of  Zoology,

KMCLU. The seminar concluded with the recital of the National Anthem. The chief patron

of the seminar and Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Ajay Taneja, a mentor for the whole



department, not only guided us but gave his full support in organizing the event. The patron

of the seminar and Dean, Faculty of Legal Studies, Prof. Masood Alam, was the guiding

soul with his insights and experience made the process very smooth and was instrumental in

the  successful  culmination  of  the  event.  The  director  of  the  seminar  &  Head  of  the

department,  Dr.  Piyush Kumar Trivedi,  was  a  pillar  of  strength with  his  expertise  in

navigating us in testing times throughout the seminar.  The co-conveners of the seminar, Dr.

Diksha  Mishra,  Mr.  Anshul  Pandey,  Mr.  Ravikesh  Maurya  &  Miss  Tanya  Sagar

extended their  overwhelming support  which made the whole department work with team

spirit. The members of the organizing committee, Dr. Prashant Varun, Mr. Bhanu Pratap

Singh, Mrs. Nidhi Singh Rathour, Mr. Ashish Shahi were the much-needed helping hands

whenever it was required. Last but not the least, no event can see the light of the day without

the  enthusiastic  cooperation  of  our  young  cheerleaders,  the  student-coordinators  namely,

Tanmay Singh, Aishvrye Verma, Ramsha Imtiyaz, Divyansh Pathak, Keshav Pandey,

Asmita Mishra & Aman Tripathi. The seminar fostered meaningful dialogue on advancing

rights,  visibility,  and  mainstream integration  for  the  third  gender  in  India,  aligning  with

constitutional values of equality and dignity. KMCLU remains committed to such initiatives

promoting social justice and inclusive discourse.





















 


















