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The Awadh Incubation Foundation (AIF), Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti Language University
(KMCLU), Lucknow, successfully organized the “Ideas to Impact 2026 – Innovation
Hackathon” on 28 March 2026, to promote innovation, entrepreneurial mindset, and practical

Inaugural Ceremony

problem-solving among students from diverse institutions. The hackathon served as a dynamic



platform for participants to present innovative ideas and prototypes across emerging sectors,
encouraging the transformation of concepts into impactful solutions.



The event commenced with a Lamp Lighting Ceremony, followed by the Kul Geet, setting an
inspiring and formal tone. Prof. Ajay Taneja, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, KMCLU, delivered the

welcome address, emphasizing the importance of innovation-driven entrepreneurship. Prof.
Syed Haider Ali, Vice-Chairman of the Awadh Incubation Foundation, shared insightful
thoughts and encouraged participants to develop practical, scalable ideas. Distinguished
speakers, including Prof. Mirza S. Saiyadain (IIM Ahmedabad), Mr. Mukesh Bahadur Singh
(Indo-American Chamber of Commerce), and Mr. Nripen Bhatt (Rafts and Rivers LLC),
addressed the participants and shared valuable insights on innovation, leadership, and the
startup ecosystem. The dignitaries were honoured with mementos and saplings, reflecting
respect and a commitment to sustainability. The session concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr.
Doa Naqvi, Chief Operating Officer, AIF.



The hackathon witnessed enthusiastic participation from 42 teams comprising 130 students,
representing 14 institutions, creating a competitive and collaborative environment.

Lamp Lighting Ceremony



Participating Institutions included: Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj University (Kanpur), School
of Management Sciences (Lucknow), Rajkiya Engineering College (Banda), Maharishi

Memento Ceremony

University of Information Technology (Lucknow), RR Institute of Modern Technology
(Lucknow), Babu Banarasi Das Northern India Institute of Technology (Lucknow), Kali
Charan PG College, Sam Higginbottom University of Agriculture Technology and Science
(Prayagraj), Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Technical University, Lucknow University of Lucknow,
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University (BBAU), Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti Language
University, Lucknow, Babu Banarasi Das University, Lucknow and R.R. Group of Institute,
Lucknow.









Hackathon Execution Phase

During the Hackathon Execution Phase, participants presented their ideas and prototypes
before an expert jury panel. Each team was given 10–15 minutes to present, followed by
interactive discussions. The presentations reflected creativity, innovation, and a strong focus
on addressing real-world challenges. Projects were evaluated on parameters such as

innovation, feasibility, scalability, and overall impact. The session was highly interactive, with



judges actively engaging with participants and offering valuable feedback. A distinguished
panel of judges, including Mr. Nripen Bhatt, Prof. Mirza S. Saiyadain, Dr. Saima Aleem, Mr.
Madhvendra Porwal, Dr. Hemant Kumar Singh, Dr. Raza Haidri, Mr. Zafar Ahmed, Prof.
Musheer Ahmed, and Mohammad Osama, conducted the evaluation process with fairness and
expertise. Following the presentations, a structured evaluation and jury deliberation session
was conducted. The process involved detailed project review, scori ng, and discussions,
ensuring a transparent and merit-based selection of winners. The hackathon concluded with a
prize distribution ceremony, recognizing outstanding teams for their innovative ideas and
impactful solutions. The event not only celebrated creativity but also encouraged students to
pursue entrepreneurial journeys with confidence.



Valedictory Session

The Valedictory Session marked the formal conclusion of the “Ideas to Impact 2026
–Innovation Hackathon” and commenced with the arrival and seating of dignitaries. The
session

began with a welcome address by Prof. Syed Haider Ali, who appreciated the enthusiastic
participation of students and emphasized the importance of innovation and entrepreneurship
in today’s dynamic environment. A detailed Hackathon Report was presented by Dr. Shan-e-



Prize Distribution Session

Fatima, highlighting key activities, participation, and outcomes of the event. This was followed
by jury remarks and feedback, where experts shared valuable insights, constructive

suggestions, and encouragement for participants to refine and scale their ideas. A special
session on transforming ideas into successful startups was conducted by Ms. Niyati,
Communication & Operations Manager, Rafts and Rivers LLC, and Mrs. Sunita Singh,
Founder, Shivam Techno Studio 2.0. They shared practical guidance on startup development,



execution strategies, and opportunities for growth. Additionally, Mr. Nripen Bhatt addressed

the participants, motivating them to build confidence, embrace innovation, and convert their
ideas into impactful solutions. The Valedictory Session concluded on an inspiring note,
acknowledging the efforts of participants, organizers, and mentors, and reinforcing the
commitment to fostering a strong entrepreneurial ecosystem.
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